
             
 
The Remote Gambling Association Ltd, 6

th
 Floor, High Holborn House, 52-54 High Holborn, London  WC1V 6RL      

 
Brussels Office, Rue du Trône 60, 1st floor, 1050 Brussels, Belgium      tel: +32(0)2 626 9572   www.rga.eu.com                                                                        

                        

PRESS RELEASE  

14th November 2012 

 

RGA TO CHALLENGE GREECE’S UNFAIR AND UNWORKABLE 
ENFORCEMENT REGULATIONS 

 

Following the recent publication by the Greek government of a range of 
enforcement measures which are designed to close the Greek online 
gambling market to competition and protect the position of OPAP, the 
incumbent monopoly operator, the RGA has announced that it will seek 
through legal avenues if necessary at both EU and Greek national levels to 
challenge their imposition.  

Last week the Greek Government published a range of anti-online gambling 

regulations which include fines and other sanctions on Operators, Internet 

Service Providers, Media companies, Payment/Credit Institutions and even the 

consumers themselves.  

The new regulations come into effect on 5th December 2012 and the RGA is 

aware that some Operators have already received “cease and desist” letters from 

the Greek Gambling Commission.  

These regulations were passed pursuant to Law 4002 of 2011, which purported 

to open a new licensing regime for online gambling operators but that process 

has not even begun.  

The RGA has existing formal complaints with the EU about the Greek law and 

has been consulting with lawyers in both Athens and Brussels with a view to 

further complaints about the most recent enforcement regulations which are 

clearly protectionist in nature, contrary to EU law and unworkable.  
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Clive Hawkswood, Chief Executive of the RGA, said: 

„These measures have clearly been introduced in haste and we cannot believe 
that they have been approved by the European Commission.  They are blatantly 
protectionist in nature and if EU Internal Market rules mean anything then the 
European Commission must take prompt action to make Greece reconsider. 

However, for obvious reasons, we are also looking at potential action in the 
Greek courts.  

Whether it is raised in Brussels or Athens, nobody could fail to note  coincidence 
that these measures have been rushed through with a ridiculously short deadline 
at a time when the Greek Government is actively looking to sell its share in 
OPAP, which currently has a monopoly in exactly the markets where our 
members would inevitably compete directly with it.‟    

 

ENDS 

Notes to editors 

 

1. The RGA is the largest online gambling trade association in the world, 
representing the world‟s largest licensed and stock market-listed remote 
gambling operators and software provider‟s .The organisation provides the 
remote gambling industry with a single voice on all issues of importance to 
regulators, legislators, and key decision-makers. Further information about 
the RGA can be found at www.rga.eu.com.  

 

2. Its members are: 888; Barcrest; bet365; Betfair; BetGenius; Boylesport; 
bwin.party; Gala Coral; Gamesys; IGT; Ladbrokes; Microgaming; NetPlay TV; 
Paddy Power; PKR; Playtech; Rank Group; SBOBET; Skybet; Sportingbet; 
Sportech; Stan James; Stanleybet; Talarius; Unibet; VCBet; Virgin; William 
Hill; and WMS.  

 

For more information, contact:  

Sue Rossiter, Director of Projects and Policy (tel. +44 (0)20 7831 2195 or email 
srossiter@rga.eu.com.) or  

Clive Hawkswood, Chief Executive, chawkswood@rga.eu.com  
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