
 
 

 
 

 

 

GALA CORAL GROUP RESPONDS TO CMA’S APPROVAL OF MERGER WITH LADBROKES 

26 OCTOBER 2016 

 

Gala Coral Group welcomes today’s decision by the Competition & Markets Authority (CMA) to give final approval to 

its proposed Merger with Ladbrokes plc. 

On 26 July 2016, the CMA published its final conclusions into the Merger in which it stated that the Merger could 

proceed subject to the divestment of 350 to 400 shops, and that completion of the Merger could occur when the 

shop divestment process was substantially complete.  On 15 and 16 October Gala Coral Group and Ladbrokes 

announced the sale of 322 shops to Betfred and 37 shops to Stan James, subject to completion of the merger, with 

one shop remaining unsold.  Gala Coral Group and Ladbrokes have subsequently exchanged contracts on the 

remaining shop with Bet 21. 

The CMA has now approved the disposal of the shops to Betfred, Stan James and Bet 21 and has given its consent for 

the Parties to complete the Merger. 

Following receipt of this approval, Ladbrokes will publish a prospectus in relation to the readmission of the enlarged 

group to the premium listing segment of the Financial Conduct Authority’s Official List and to trading on the London 

Stock Exchange. It is expected that completion of the Merger will take place in the very near future. 

Commenting on the sale Carl Leaver, CEO of Gala Coral said: 

“I am delighted that the CMA has given its approval to our merger with Ladbrokes.  The final hurdle has now been 

cleared and we can begin to realise the significant value available to both company’s shareholders.”    

ENDS 

 

Media Enquiries, Gala Coral Group 

 

Patrick Kerr, Interim Director of Corporate Affairs  

Jonathan Glass, Fiona Micallef-Eynaud (Brunswick) 

Tel:+44 (0)20 7484 1372 

 

Email: gcg@brunswickgroup.com Tel:+44 (0)20 7404 5959 

Investor Enquires, Gala Coral Group  

Paul Tymms, Investor Relations Tel:+44 (0)20 7484 1372 

Debt Investor Relations, Gala Coral Group  

Melanie Duke Tel:+44 (0)20 7484 1372 

Forward Looking Statements  
This press release may include forward looking statements. All statements other than statements of historical facts included in this presentation, including those regarding Gala 
Coral’s financial position, business and acquisition strategy, plans and objectives of management for future operations are forward looking statements. Such forward looking 
statements involve known and unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors which may cause the actual results, performance or achievements of Gala Coral, or industry results, to 
be materially different from any future results, performance or achievements expressed or implied by such forward looking statements.  
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Such forward looking statements are based on numerous assumptions regarding Gala Coral’s present and future business strategies and the environment in which Gala Coral will 
operate in the future. Many factors could cause Gala Coral’s actual results, performance or achievements to differ materially from those in the forward looking statements. Forward 
looking statements should, therefore, be construed in light of such risk factors and undue reliance should not be placed on forward looking statements. These forward-looking 
statements speak only as of the date of this press release. Gala Coral expressly disclaims any obligations or undertaking, except as required by applicable law and applicable 
regulations to release publicly any updates or revisions to any forward looking statement contained herein to reflect any change in Gala Coral’s expectations with regard thereto or 
any changes in events, conditions or circumstances on which any such statement is based.  
 
Cautionary Statement 
 This press release is not for publication, release or distribution in or into the United States of America, Canada, Australia, Japan or South Africa. It is for information purposes only 
and does not constitute a prospectus or any offer to sell or the solicitation of an offer to buy any security in the United States of America, Canada, Australia, Japan, South Africa or in 
any other jurisdiction. Securities may not be offered or sold in the United States of America absent registration or an exemption from registration under the U.S. Securities Act of 
1933, as amended (the “Securities Act”). The securities of the company have not been and will not be registered under the Securities Act. 


